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Facts about EHV-1 Vaccines 

  

       The common vaccines available for EHV-1 immunization do not protect against the neurological 
form of EHV-1 disease which is commonly called equine herpesvirus myeloencephalopathy 
(EHM). These immunizations do protect against the respiratory and abortion forms of the 
disease.  

  

      The EHV-1 vaccines are thought to reduce the shedding of the virus and may decrease the 
amount of circulating virus in the system of infected horses. So vaccinations prior to infection 
may help reduce the severity of an outbreak.  

  

       In the face of an EHV-1 outbreak, vaccination of EHV-1 affected horses or exposed horses is 
questionable and may be detrimental to the horse. When an EHV-1 outbreak occurs, it may be 
helpful to give an EHV-1 booster immunization in a previously vaccinated, unexposed horse.  

  

       Consult with your veterinarian to determine the best vaccination and treatment strategy for 
your horses in your particular situation.  
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